SRI AUROBINDO S SYNTHESIS OF IDEALISM AND MATERIALISM

Stability which is represented by Being, and movement which is
represented by Becoming, are only psychological representations
of the Absolute, and equally so are oneness and multitude. The
Absolute is, however, beyond stability and movement, i.e.. Being
and Becoming, it takes its eternal poise in the one and the
stable, and whirls round itself infinitely, inconceivably and
securely.

And it is the Becoming that assumes a form in the shape of
Matter and its Force. Mind and Matter are different grades of
the same energy, different organisations of one conscious Force
of Existence. Even if it is granted that consciousness has evolved
out of Matter, nothing can so evolve which is not already involved
in it. There is thus no reason for us to stop at life coming out
of Matter. Even the development of recent research and thought
points towards an obscure beginning of life and perhaps a sort
of inner or suppressed consciousness in the metal and in the
inanimate, perhaps the first beginning of the stuff of conscious-
ness that is seen in us.

No doubt at this stage the word consciousness changes its
meaning.  It is no longer synonymous with mentality but
indicates a self-aware force of existence of which mentality is
only the middle term. Below this mentality the consciousness
appears in the form of vital and material movements which are
for us subconscient; above it rises into the supra-mental, which
is for us the super-conscient. Anyway, the principle of conscious-
ness remains the same throughout, organising itself differently.
It is Chit as energy, creating the world. Here we arrive at that
unity which materialistic science perceives from the other end,,
asserting that Mind cannot be a force other, than Matter but
must be merely a development and outcome of material energy.
Indian thought at its deepest insight asserts, on the other hand,
that Mind and Matter are different grades of the same energy,
different organisations of one conscious Force of Existence.

But how can we give this attribute of "consciousness" to
Force? For consciousness implies some kind of intelligence,
purposefulness, self-knowledge even though in some cases these
remain quite imperceptible to our ordinary senses. To this
Sri Aurobindo replies that even in the inanimate operations
there is a supreme hidden significance, "hidden in the m,odes of
its own workings". These operations which we consider wasteful
and meaningless may be so from the human point of view which
is very, very limited. The consciousness of man is nothing but
a form of nature's consciousness. It is there in other involved
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